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Thank you, 

Madame Chairperson, 

On behalf  of  Finnish Sami Parliament I would like to congratulate you for  being re-

elected as a chairperson of  this session and I would like to thank you for  all the work 

you have done for  indigenous people. I would like to thank the indigenous 

representatives and the secretary for  organizing the fine  opening ceremonies on 

Monday morning. 

The Sami people are a distinct people living in Finland, Norway, Sweden and Russia. 

In three countries, namely in Finland, Norway and Sweden there have been 

established Sami Parliaments. Sami Parliaments are democratically elected bodies for 

all the Sami. The Sami Parliamentary co-operation shall be strengthened politically 

and economically to safeguard  its role as the supreme common body of  the Sami 

people. The common work has already started by having common meetings and by 

preparing a joint International Indigenous Decade's programme which will be 

presented here later on. 

Madame Chairperson, 

I would like to present shortly the development of  the Finnish Sami Parliament for  the 

last 2 years. 

The Finnish Sami Parliament, "Sámediggi", was founded  in 1996. On the basis of 

new legislation, this Parliament has continued the work of  its predecessor (Sami 

Parlamenta in Sami/Saamelaisvaltuuskunta in Finnish) established as early as in 1973. 

In the beginning of  1996 a clause on the cultural autonomy of  the Sami was added to 

the Finnish Constitution. At the same time, the Act of  Sami Parliament was passed. 

The Finnish Sami were constitutionally recognized to be the indigenous people of 

Finland for  the first  time in the spring of  1995. At that point, the Finnish Parliament 

enforced  that the Sami had the status of  an indigenous people in the area they now 



inhabit (Constitution, § 14). The Sami were granted a right to maintain and enhance 

their language and culture. The Sami were guaranteed cultural autonomy in matters 

concerning their language and culture within their domicile area (Constitution, 

§ 51 a). New laws in Finland must allow the Sami rights and their status of  an 

indigenous people to be realized in practice. The objective of  the cultural autonomy of 

the Sami is to enhance the Sami people's possibility of  influencing  the preparation 

work and decision-making in matters especially concerning the Sami. 

The issue of  land rights is not included in this law on Cultural Autonomy. The Finnish 

current legislation does not acknowledge Sami land rights. It is now the responsibility 

of  Sami Parliament to complete this issue. However, the Sami Parliament has not yet 

received enough finance  even to establish a committee to this purpose. When the 

question of  the Sami land rights will be solved, ILO-convention 169 could be ratified 

by Finland. That is why it is important to complete this question. 

The main purpose of  the Sami Parliament is to plan and put into effect  the cultural 

autonomy guaranteed to the Sami as indigenous people, to give it a content. The Sami 

Parliament is the highest political body of  the Finnish Sami. The Sami Parliament is 

the supreme political organ of  the Sami and functions  within the administrative sphere 

of  the Ministry of  Justice. It does not form  an integrated part of  the State 

administration. The 21 members and 4 vice-members of  the Parliament are elected 

through elections every 4 years. The Sami Parliament is the only body in Finland 

entitled to represent the official  opinion of  the Sami in matters concerning the Sami. 

It is also the task of  the Sami Parliament to take care of  affairs  concerning the Sami 

language and culture and the status of  the Sami as indigenous people. The Sami 

Parliament can present initiatives and propositions and prepare statements for  the 

Finnish authorities. The Sami Parliament also decides how the state appropriations 

granted for  the needs of  Sami culture and the production of  Sami educational material 

are to be used. 

Thank you, Madame Chairperson. 


